
 

 
 

ENGLISH IV SYLLABUS 
COACH STARK 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
In this course, you will read a wide variety of literature – both fiction and nonfiction, including novels, 
essays, short stories, poetry, and articles.  Great emphasis will be placed on writing and you will write 
often, both formally and informally.  You will also participate in regular vocabulary study, grammar 
practice, public speaking, and literary analysis.  I will strive to meet the wide variety of learning styles of 
my students and you will demonstrate your learning in a variety of ways.  In order to be successful in 
English IV, you must first become familiar with the expectations and procedures that govern my 
classroom.   
 
MAJOR TEXTS       WRITING ASSIGNMENTS 
Beowulf by Unknown Author     Reflective Essay  
Macbeth by William Shakespeare     Compare/Contrast Essay 
The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer    Persuasive Essay 
Lord of the Flies by William Golding    Biographical Research Essay 
Assorted short stories, poems, articles, and essays  Various Timed Writings 
 
SUPPLIES    
Ink pen (blue or black only) 
#2 pencils 
Notebook paper 
       
CLASS SUPPLIES 
If possible, please bring one item from the class supplies list: 
Kleenexes 
Writing utensils 
Notebook paper 
 
EXPECTATIONS 
I have three basic expectations in my class: 
-Respect – I expect you to respect the property in and around my classroom, the rights and opinions of 
others, my authority as the teacher, and yourself and your potential to do your very best.   
-Responsibility – I expect you to be responsible in getting to class on time, bringing all required 
materials to class daily and turning in all assignments on time.  
-Citizenship – I expect you to be a good citizen in my classroom and a Southmoore High School by 
working cooperatively with your peers, becoming involved in classroom and school activities and 
behaving with personal and academic integrity.   
 
If you need further clarification of these expectations, I would be glad to visit with you before or after 
class.  My goal is for us to have an enjoyable year as we accomplish the objectives of Senior English.  I 
know we can make that happens as we adhere to these expectations. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
ABSENCES AND TARDIES 
In order to receive credit for a course, a student cannot be absent more than ten (10) days each 
semester. If a student misses more than 5 minutes of a class, he/she will be marked in the grade book as 
absent from the class, and it will count toward the ten (10) days allowed per semester. 
Students with a passing grade, who exceed ten (10) absences in a semester will receive a “no credit” 
(NC) on his/her transcript for the semester. Students without a passing grade will receive an F. 
 
Students must be IN the classroom when the tardy bell has stopped ringing or he/she will be counted 
tardy. Two (2) tardies constitute an absence and will be counted as such in conjunction with the 
attendance policy.  All tardies are counted unless the student has a pass from a staff member.  School 
tardy policy will be followed. 
 
The following exceptions will not count against the student with respect to the attendance 
Policy: 
1. Any event that is approved as a school activity 
2. Any medical treatment that is substantiated by a physician’s written statement (must be submitted 
within 5 days).  
3. Any day a student serves as a page for the State or National Legislature (not to exceed five days) 
4. A court subpoena 
5. Religious holidays or activities 
6. Bereavement 
 
MAKE-UP WORK 
The STUDENT IS RESPONSIBLE for following the class procedures for getting, completing, and 
submitting work missed for excused absences.  One day for each day absent is allowed for completion of 
the missed assignment.  The student is responsible for checking the calendar for missed work and getting 
the handouts if any for the day missed. Please do this before or after class. In case of extenuating 
circumstances, please come see me.   
 ***Make-up work for an activity absence must be arranged before the absence.*** 
 
HALL PASSES/LEAVING THE CLASSROOM 
ALWAYS AS PERMISSION FIRST.  This is a privilege, please do not abuse it.  Every student will receive 
FIVE hall passes every semester.  If you need to leave the classroom to use the restroom or otherwise, 
you MUST have your ID and your AGENDA.  Please leave and return quietly.  Only one student at a time 
may leave the room.  Do not leave during a test or quiz – this will result in a zero.  Be wise about choosing 
when to leave the classroom.  Do not interrupt my teaching to leave the room.   
 
ELECTRONICS 
Students who choose to bring cell phones to school do so at their own risk. Keep cell phones on silent 
upon entering the classroom. Please keep all electronics away unless instructed by me.  School electrical 
outlets will not be used as charging stations for student electronics. 
 
FOOD AND DRINK 
Food is not allowed in my classroom.  You may have bottled drinks.  These privileges may be revoked at 
my discretion.   
 



 

 
 
DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES 
Consistent and conscious disregard for the classroom expectations will result in (1st time) direct verbal 
warning, (2nd) detention, (3rd) detention and phone call/email home, (4th) referral to administration.   
 
ASSIGNMENT WEIGHT DISTRIBUTION 
Tests/Projects (essays, quizzes, art projects, etc.) 45% 
Daily Assignments (homework, vocabulary, journal, group work, etc.) 35% 
Semester Final 20% 
 
ASSIGNMENT FORMAT 
Every assignment must have a heading including your name, hour and the date in the upper right hand 
corner along with a title centered on the top line to specify the assignment.  This formatting is crucial 
because it enables you to keep your notebook in order and allows you to locate assignments that I will 
request for notebook check grades.  Complete heading on all assignments is expected.   
 
BELL WORK 
Each day there will be some sort of bell work on the board for you to complete.  When the bell rings 
please begin working on the posted assignment or task independently for the first 5-10 minutes of class 
or until I ask you to please stop.  Bell work will be graded.   
 
CHEATING 
Cheating is the act or intent of gaining or giving knowledge for an assignment or test answer by 
fraudulent means.  The penalty will be a zero for the assignment/test and possibly further disciplinary 
action. 
 
ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE 
I am available any time before school.  Do not hesitate to talk to me or email me.  Please do let me know 
ahead of time if you will be coming in before school so I can make sure I will be available.  I am here to 
help you succeed in any way that I can.   
 
 
I am looking forward to a great year with you.   
 
 
 
 
 
Coach Stark 
jeremystark@mooreschools.com 
405-735-4953 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
CLASSROOM AGREEMENT 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I have read and understand the classroom policies, practices, and expectations.  I agree to follow these 
practices and meet these expectations to the best of my ability every day. 
 
 
 
 
Student Signature: ______________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
 
 
 
Dear Parent,  
 
Please read this English IV introduction packet and sign below.  I also have a small request. No one 
knows your child like you do; therefore, your child’s first assignment is for you, the parent, to 
send me an e-mail telling me something about your child that will help me better teach him or her.    
As well, please include contact information such as phone numbers and email addresses so that I 
know how to best contact you during the day.  Please put your child’s full name in the subject line 
so I know who you are.  This initial email will allow me to keep you updated in regard to the 
course and your child’s progress throughout the year.  If you do not have email access, please 
write me a note instead.   
 
Thank you very much! 
 
 
Jeremy Stark 
Head Football Coach 
Southmoore High School 
jeremystark@mooreschools.com 
www.gosabercats.com 
405-735-4953 
 
Parent Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
 
 
 
***The first assignment is to sign the attached sheet showing you have read and understand what 
is expected in this class.  Have your parent or guardian read and sign it as well.  Return the signed 
sheet to me by FRIDAY, AUGUST 24th.  This is worth 10 points!!!  It is your first grade.*** 


